Prospect Center, New Haven
The purpose of this investigation was to assess the odd-even item reliability of the Child Rearing Attitude Scale (CRAS) for neuropsychiatric (NP) patients. Unlike prior reliability studies, the present study controlled for a large number of demographic and personality variables which correlate significantly with the tendency to endorse items suggestive of deviance in childrearing practices. Despite these controls, the scale still retained a moderately high degree of reliability.
The literature is replete with studies in which neuropsychiatric (NP) patients are asked whether their parents would have agreed or disagreed with a series of items which, to the extent that they are endorsed, provide a measure of the degree to which the subject (S) reports his parents' early encounters with him as pathogenic. An example of such an instrument is the Child Rearing Attitude Scale (CRAS; Garmezy, Starke, Si Stockner, 1961) .
METHOD
The Ss were two groups of 33 hospitalized, white, male, NP patients with no evidence of mental retardation. Each group consisted of 25 schizophrenics, 2 manic depressives, and 6 patients diagnosed as sociopathic personality disturbance without psychosis. The two NP groups were matched on the following variables: (1) current age, (2) educational level, (3) verbal intelligence, (4) age at first NP hospitalization, (5) adequacy of hospital adjustment (Lucero & Meyer, 1951) , (6) total months of NP hospitalization, (7) The authors would like to express appreciation to Rose Zimmerman for her excellent typing of the manuscript. 8 The data here were available for 30 5s in the first group and 31 in the second group. 4 These data are based upon 15 Ss in the first group and 18 Ss in the second group. Odd-even item correlations were computed, separately for each NP sample, by parents and scales. These correlations were then corrected for attenuation by means of the Spearman-Brown formula. Since there were no statistically reliable differences among the two NP groups on any of the CRAS scales, separately for each parent, the correlations were averaged ( Table 1 ) and indicate that the CRAS is a moderately reliable instrument for use with hospitalized NP patients even after controlling for a large number of relevant variables.
